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<Abstract>

A study of the language of Printed Ancient
Fiction of the 1910 ~ 1920s

Jang, You-Jeong

This thesis is an article that identifies the ‘sound reading’ of Printed
Ancient Fictions favored by the public in the 1910s and 1920s and
analyzes the language view of each cultural class at the time. Sound
reading is different from just reading aloud. Readers change their tone
according to their emotions, make facial expressions, exaggerate, read
long, and make sound effects. By means of various methods of the
sound reading it is very effective to make the listeners-readers

understand and receive the stories, who did not read writing-letters.

The method of reading writing-letters mingled with Chinese
idioms/set-words and recognizing (long) stories in the early 20th
century differs according to the cultural class. One class recognized
the Chinese idioms/set-words as a ‘expression of deep meaning’ and
the other as a ‘tool of memory’. These different recognitions coexisted.

The difference in language views also influenced the taste and
evaluation of reading methods. In the period of budding of modemn
novels, intellectual readers questioned the sound reading and criticized
it as an inheritance of bad tradition that should be thrown away. It

should be said that many readers would not have been able to access

* Sungkyunkwan University
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the modern publishing market without Printed Ancient Fiction as a
cultural code of reading to connect modern reading. It needs to be
positively understood readability of Printed Ancient Fictions. It
reflects not only the language views of intellectuals and other
non-intellectual groups making role of a reservoir of the energy of

traditional narratives.

Key Words: Printed Ancient Fictions, Readability, Publishing market,

Classical fictions, Sound reading
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