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<Abstract>

The court ladies in "un-yeong-jeon,
- Exceptional beings who resist absolute
power

Chung, Ku-Sik’

The purpose of this paper is to elucidate what kind of beings the
court ladies in fun-yeong—jeon,. They do not just represent the court
ladies of the time. They are connected with the special space of
Su-seong—-gung, the absolute power of An-pyeong—dae-gun, and a
young scholar named Kim Jin—sa, who break away from their
typicality as court ladies and radiate serious ontological meaning.

They are positioned as ‘existences with no purpose’ in the special
environment, from the people to the court lady, from the court lady to
the court lady of Su-seong—gung, and from Su-seong-gung again to
the Seo—gung and Nam-gung. This is closely related to the ruling
method of An-pyeong—-dae-gun, which is to rule through the ‘state of
exception’. In this paper, paying attention to this, the court ladies in
fun-yeong—jeon, express the potentiality of ‘not to remain alive as
the existence of a state of exception due to the relationship between
exclusion and inclusion, and the ontological meaning of human (life)
related to the way power works. He revealed that he was a person
who posed heavy questions about

The issue of potential manifestation that may not remain alive is

* Dong-a University
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not limited to a specific time and space. Wherever power is at work,
it i1s meaningful. Their resistance, therefore, shows how they can
counter the workings of power in order to prevent any further
reproduction of beings that have to live without purpose, that is,
beings that have to remain in a state of exception forever. Therefore,
raising the question that risked their life is timeless and can be read
with great resonance. This paper believes that this is the ultimate

meaning of the resistance of court ladies.

Key Words: "un-yeong-jeon,, the court lady, governance, exclusion

and inclusion, state of exception, potentiality, resistance
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