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<Abstract>

The imagination of return to the one

revealed in the early poems of Pak Mok-wol
- Centered on the fusion of horizons of oriental
aesthetics and Christian spirituality -

Kim, Jeong-Su’

This study aimed to evaluate the aesthetic imagination of Mok-wol
Pak’s early poems, which were created by combining Christian
spirituality with oriental thoughts, and explore its value and meaning.
The image of nature that Mok-wol Pak's early poems mainly
depicted was “attenuation”, in which everything gradually wanes and
disappears into nothingness. This image seems to contain the
so—called romantic irony. The conventional evaluation that his early
poems are nothing more than the autistic imagination of a sick soul is
the result of focusing on this attribute. However, what the poet was
trying to convey through the natural imagery of “attenuation” was a
heart that “wanders like the moon in the clouds” (in “The Wayfarer”)
through a world that is futile and troubled. This includes both the
oriental enlightenment that the ontological destiny, which must
gradually fade away, can actually be a fulfilling process of returning
to the one, and the Christian belief that grace can only be fulfilled
when one empties oneself into poverty, transcendently waiting for the

divine to dwell in the empty place.

* Ulsan University.
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