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<Abstract>

Crossing the Boundary of Male
Author/Narrator to Encounter Female

Characters

- Focusing on Yeom Sang-Seob’'s “Jeya”(1922) and
“Haebaragi (1923)

Byeon, Ha-Yeon’

This article aims to reread Yeom Sang-Seob’s “Jeya’(1922) and
“Haebaragi”(1923), which are considered as the epitome of the “model
novel”. The term “model novel” tends to construct a structure of
‘male writer who writes a model novel versus ‘new woman who
becomes a model. In such a structure, female character is usually
regarded as an otherized, objectified, and sexualized by male writers.
While this is certainly useful in exposing the androcentrism of the
‘new women discourse, it also limits the possibilities of female
characters. Therefore, this paper deliberately distances itself from the
male author/narrator and focuses more on the actions and utterances
of the female characters. As a result, this study could derive new
meanings from their actions, which have been criticized as ‘sexual
indulgence’ and ‘self-contradiction’. Those are born out of the reality
of women having difficulty achieving economic and social
independence, rather than the moral decadence of a new Wwoman

indulging in ‘free love. In this way, “Jeya’ and “Haebaragi” are

* Seoul National University.
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literary works which expose the unrealistic aspect of the ‘free
love/marriage’ discourse lacking in awareness of reality. As such, the
female characters created by the male author are not subordinate to

him, but are active beings who write new narratives in the text.

Key Words: Yeom Sang-Seob, Male Author, Female Character, ‘New
Women' Discourse, ‘Model Novel, Free Love, “Jeya”, “H

acbaragi”
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