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<Abstract>

The Narrative Identity in Cho Kyung-ran’'s
Dementia Narratives

Kim, Eun-Jung’

Based on the ethical discussion of the narrative identity of P.
Ricoeur, this paper analyzed the four dementia narratives of Cho
Kyung-ran. First of all, we classified them into two parts, those of
which the caregivers are at the center of the narrative and those of
which dementia patients are at the center of the narrative, and it was
argued that the formation of narrative identity is a common thematic
concept.

My Love Clementine and It's Deep in the Night are works in
which a female narrator(caregiver) who takes care of a dementia
patient is the center of the narrative. In particular, the works show
the meaning of ‘caring’ being considered in the structure of ‘family
ideology’, which has been the constant topic of the novels by Cho
Kyung-ran. Therefore, the story of a narrator who takes care of a
dementia patient rather than a dementia patient or his/her symptom
gets the main focus. In this context, these works could be interpreted
as the narratives showing how the caregivers, who have lost their
value as victims of family ideology, recover themselves through the
formation of a narrative identity.

Eggs and To Snails are works in which dementia patients(care

* Kyungnam University.
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subjects) are at the center of the formation of narrative identity. The
narrators of these two works are nephews, who are relatively less
related to the structure of family ideology, so the focus of narrative is
on the care subjects. Therefore, the meaning of caring is different
from that of other works, especially in To Snails, it appears as very
positive meaning. We think the reason for this is that the two
persons who are one—person-like sisters, specifially, the caregiver
forms the narrative identity of the care subject perfectly. In particular,
the thematic concept of narrative identity can be confirmed by the
fact that both works show the ‘grave death’ of dementia patients,
because death is the perfect point of a human’s story. In conclusion,
it can be understood that Cho Kyung-ran’'s dementia narrative
presents a narrative identity as the key to restoring human dignity in

the conflict structure caused by dementia.

Key Words : dementia, narrative identity, caring, family ideology,
death
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