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<Abstract>

Choi, Jae-Seo’'s References and Humanity

study During the Transition Period

- Focusing on the Family Chronicle Novel and War
Literature

Seo, Seung-Hui’

This article aims to analyze the correlation between the books that
Choi, Jae-Seo read around 1940, and reviews. In the late 1930s going
through the trend of European literature, which was developed
through in the ‘world of events and behaviors' instead of the ‘world of
psychology and consciousness’, ‘family chronicle novels and ‘water
literature’ became subject to a new review. He read Thomas Mann's
Buddenbrooks, centering on the modern theme regarding creation and
division, and discussed the humanistic value of war literature by the
medium of A Letter from a German Student, who Died in the War
compiled by P.Witkop. The former was to evaluate and reorganize the
past 20" century and intellectual human types, on the basis of his
long-standing interest in dualistic ego of modermn people, while the
former was to think of the relationship between wars and human, and
the direction of war literature when there was a reinforced demand
for mobilization and cooperation after the Sino-Japanese War. Reading
and writing like this had meaning as a critical reflection on the

‘wholeness’ that emerged as the biggest topic at the time regardless

* The Academy of Korean Studies.
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of fascism and anti-fascism camps. But as the age of national
literature began in the 1940s, Choi, Jae-Seo halted finding references
in the tradition of European literature, and tried to look for a basis to
scrap literalism and individualistic views of the world instead, citing

the theory of Nazism culture.

Key Words : Choi, Jae-Seo, Herbert Read, Family Chronicle Novel,
Character, Thomas Mann, Buddenbrooks, War
Literature, Literary Value, A Letter from a German
Student, who Died in the War, National Literature,
Theory of Nazism Culture
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