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<Abstract>

The Narrative Problem of Yosan Kim
Jeong-han’'s Novels

Lee, Jae—Bong’

Although the discussion on Yosan Kim Jeong-han’s novels has
been studied from various perspectives, the issue of ‘narration’ is
extremely rare. As a result the narrative characteristics and effects of
his novels have not been revealed well. If events are not conveyed
and described they cannot be narrativeized. Moreover narratives have
meaning only when they are conveyed to other time and space. Of
course it is not only within a matter of the text but beyond it. In this
respect, this paper tried to solve how Kim Jung-han’s works are
delivered with the concept of witnesses, transmitters, and narrators.
The characters Kim Jung—han is concentrating on are living the
lowermost life without being educated and having any means of
transmission. Furthermore they are not moving to other time and
space and they stay in a limited space. Therefore a omniscient
narrator with the qualified transmitter is needed in order for their
story to be delivered to other time and space. This is why the
omniscient narrator takes the overwhelming weight in Kim
Jeong—han’s novels.

The omniscient narrator of Kim Jeong-han’s novels is a being who

has compassion and sympathy for the suffering of the lower class

* Pusan National University.
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exposed to ruthless violence without being protected. The omniscient
narrator is carrying out the role of the transmitter with strong
morality in the pain of those who have no expression means and
transmission medium. However the strong morality of the narrator
left a regret to block the possibility of satire and made it difficult to
create a long work by summarizing the events with the character of a
storyteller standing in a transcendental position. The first person
narrators, which comparatively few in Kim's novels, have a close
relationship with the ommniscient narrator in that they convey the
others' stories rather than their own. The first person narrator
reprocesses the information obtained with direct experience or witness
or through other routes and moves the story to another space and
time. In addition the fact that the first person narrator is set as an
mntellectual such as a writer corresponds to the feature of a
omniscient narrator who had the character of a storyteller. The first
person narrator is also obliged to convey the stories of the characters
living in the lowermost life, and the first person narrator knows this
fact well. The point that the first person narrator overlaps with the
appearance of the omnipresent narrator in some parts seems the
characteristic of the narrator (or narrative situation) of Kim

Jung-han’s novels.

Key Words : Kim Jeong-han, Witness, Transmitter, Narrator,
Storyteller, Morality of Narrator, Compassion,

Sympathy.
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