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<Abstract>

Cuteness and disability, cultural play of
deformed things

Kwon, Juria’

This study defines a situation of disability where there is no visible
stigma of cuteness in modern society. Cuteness is a very unbalanced
feeling that crosses the border between beauty and grotesque.
Cuteness 1s a very unique emotion that is recognized in the form of a
fantasy of a different nature as a condition of dis ability in which a
deformed being is placed. Fantasy of cuteness turns into ecstasy in
the idea that a small helpless being is entirely under his protection.
Because there is preparation of mind to express immature for beauty,
once the word 'cuteness’ is involved, the public is instantly ecstatic
and does not appreciate the lack of ‘cuteness’.

In a society of intimacy, disability is not easily recognized. When
scarcity and inconvenience move into Intimacy, it is not easy to
distinguish. In a popular cultural society, which crave unusual and
intense stimulation, disability 1S seen as a more attractive product.

The study defines the essence of cuteness as an infant fantasy and
examines the lack of cuteness as the subject of popular entertainment
through girl groups, animal companions and cariters of otaku.

First, I understand the global popularity of girl groups as the

superior voyeurer's desire for small, dainty miniatures. The helpless

* Busan University of Foreign Studies.
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situation of girl bands and girls who are looked upon as miniatures
and worship and contempt at the sametime 1s becoming a global
cultural product.

Second, we see the presence of pets as an inevitable phenomenon to
fill the social vacuum caused by the rapid decline in population. It is
an optical illusion of fear and fascination that turns fear, which is
formed, animal companions entering human society into happiness for
cute animals.

Third, otaku shows an animal life by deleting the real-life epic
where the character is placed and consuming only the database
related to the character’s appearance. They are not attached to the
authenticity of the original, and consider that the disability situation in
which human nature collapses disastrously at the leve of animal
nature and database itself becomes the theme of entertainment. The
process of connecting ‘girl groups—animal companions—otaku
characters’ is reflected in ‘enjoyment of miniatures—an optical
illusions of fear and fascination—the enjoyment of fictional databases’,
cosnider that the disability status is transferred to the global

entertainment market.

Key Words: cuteness, the cute, disability, infant fantasy, girlgroup,
animal companions, otaku, character, miniature, database,

being a thing, being a animal, snobism.
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