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<Abstract>

Disability, Capabilities and deliberative
Politics in public sphere

Kim, Dong-Gyu’

This paper examines the issue of disability based on the capabilities
approach of Amartya Sen and Martha C. Nussbaum. However, this
paper does not classify disability by a subcategory of capabilities
approach, unlike Sen and Nussbaum. This paper considers all
situations that can not capabilities as disability and tries to expand
capabilities approach to universal reflection on disability. The reason
for trying to survey the disability as a universal disability is to
overcome the existing dichotomy that separates the disability from
the non-disability. In other words, it is an attempt to break down the
boundary between disability and non-disability, that is, the boundary
between the term of ‘us’ and the term of ‘them’. It starts to recognize
the fact that the non-disabled can be the disabled at any time and
that the non—disabled has always disabilities.

Sen and Nussbaum rely on deliberative democracy as a political
means to realize a capabilities approach. However, Sen and Nussbaum
do not explain how does deliberative democracy achieve a capabilities
approach. Thus, this paper links Habermas’ s theory of public sphere
or the theory of deliberative democracy with a capabilities approach.
In this process, this paper will reveal the apparent disability of public

* In—je University
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sphere, and try to resolve this disability by means of dialectical
tension between public spheres. The concept of vulnerability will be
mtroduced for this purpose. Vulnerability has two levels. It is
generalized  vulnerability and  singular  vulnerability.  This
vulnerabilities has three publicness, that is, 1) The publicness of
rational consensus, 2) the publicness of solidarity, 3) the critical
publicness. These publicness are largely tied to symmetrical
publicness and asymmetric publicness, and there is contradictory
tension between them. These contradictory relationship always
product the crack in the existing public sphere. Through all this
process, this paper will demonstrate that the capabilities of
deliberative democracy are emerged from the disability of existing

publicness

Key Words: capability, disability, vulnerability, publicness, public
sphere, deliberative democracy, capabilities approach,

symmetry, asymmetry, consensus, solidarity, the critical
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