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<Abstract>

A Study on the Recognition about Senescent
Body Appearing in Modern Old Age Poems of
Korea and its Embodiment Method

Lee, Hyeon-Jung’

This study is intended to review how subjects of old age poems
recognize senescence of each organ and how they embody it by
focusing on ‘senescent body’ appearing in old age poems as a part of
a study on modern old age poems of Korea, so it can show the poetic
response in the aging society.

The reasoning about ‘seemingly senescent body’ in modern old age
poems of Korea is spoken more directly and realistically in poems
whose utterance subjects are the old. The ‘seemingly senescent body’
is a major factor of admitting aging. The recognition about the
senescent body 1s sometimes expressed as anguish through negative
image or comparison, and some poems reveal the beauty and
significance of old age through positive expression.

“The senescence of sensory organs is the senescence that poets feel
most regretful, and they are very afraid that they can't perceive
poetic objects any more. Among the sensory organs, the senescence
of hearing is the factor that becomes obstacle of communicating with
others, and a sense of alienation as a result is expressed. However,

the subjects of old age poems show the attitude of accepting

* Korean Language and Culture Institute, Sookmyung Women's University
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senescence of body in stead of experiencing bitter conflict caused by
the senescence of hearing. Meanwhile, the senescence of eyesight
brings about inconvenience of life sometimes causing dangerous
situations, but rather they accept the phenomenon of being unable to
see well as a new visional experience, showing poetic talent that
perceive the new world differently.

The reasoning of ‘the senescence of bony tissue’ highlights the pain
of senescent body by comparing the old with mobility difficulties to
young people’s healthy and fast walking. It also makes young people
realize the importance of health and have understanding and
thoughtfulness towards the old with mobility difficulties. In addition,
there are some old age poems that show the attitude of considering
others rather than wanting to be given preferential treatment with
their senescent bony tissue, or that appease the pain of senescent
bony tissue and the fear of death with playful expression.

The reasoning of ‘the senescence of urinary system and genital
organ’ in modern age poems of Korea instills the recognition that it is
never shameful phenomenon but the process of returning to the
beginning as it is the part that causes the worst humilation among
other organs’ senescence. In addition, it emphasizes that ‘aging’ is the
one that moves regardless of body and mind’s intention, and that
those who haven't experienced never know what the helplessness and
embarrassment would be like. It conveys a message to not despise
the old when they can’'t control their body due to senescence of
urinary system or genital organ.

In this context, the ‘senescent body” described in Korean modern old

age poems 1S admitted as a positive meaning when the subject takes
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it as a one of the way conforming the paradigm of nature, however,
when the senescent body reflected to paradigm of social relations,
subject of poem often takes it a feeling of alienation and fear of

1dentity.

Key Words: the old age poem, senescent body, biological senescence,

super aging society, poetic response
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