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<Abstract>

A Study of Aspects about Narrative of
Donghak Represented in Toji

Mun, Jae-Won

Taking note that the Donghak Peasant Revolution is weaved into
Toji as an important event that drives the narrative of the novel, this
paper examines how Donhak is arranged in the novel and what
strategies and effects are involved in such arrangement. The author
conveys Donghak through an indirect utterance of a rumor and a
direct utterance of an on-the-scene discussion. In addition, the author
sets up Jirisan mountain as the main background of Donghak and
concurrently expands the narrative stage by promoting a
communication between the upper and lower mountain. The narrative
of Donghak is arranged as a narrative of resistance connected to
anti-Japanese struggle starting from the Gobu Uprising, which is
mtroduced in the first part of the novel. As the words by Unbong
from Donghakdang emphasizes that “the blood of treason is the truth
and hope of the oppressed subalterns,” the power of the people was at
the very bottom of this revolt. Therefore, Kim Hwan's Donghakdang,
which serves as the central axis of the narrative of Toji, is closely
connected to a new placemaking. Here, Donghak can be viewed as a
praxis that reveals the resentment and longing of the innumerable
nameless, speechless, and voiceless people, and enables them speak

for themselves. This process certainly demands a sensory order
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different from the previous order for character subjectification.
Moreover, this narrative of resistance requires a different way of
reading besides the existing readings that converge on the three

generations of the Choi family.

Key Words : Donghak Peasant Revolution, rumor, discussion,
Subjectivation, Jirisan Mountain, narrative of resistance,

centripetal force and centrifugal force.
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