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<Abstract>

Writing of Female Writers in the Colonial Era

and Representation of Femininity

. Focusing on the Novels of Im Sun-deuk and Ji
Ha-Ryun

Seo, Seung-hee

This paper is focused on Im Sun—deuk and Ji Ha-Ryun as female
writers, who continued their creative writing without joining the
mainstream literary circle represented by "National Literature; in the
early 1940s.

The two writers created femininity discriminated from stereotyped
femininity in the colonial era on a war footing. Im Sun-deuk started
her literary activity criticizing the practice of the literary world that
defined ‘woman’ and consumed as a commodity. But she also retained
life as a writer under the category of femininity, which was limitedly
allowed by journalism on a war footing.

Therefore, she had to adopt brightness, beauty and lyricism as
narrative strategies rather than darkness putting emphasis on the
importance of reality. Nevertheless, Im Sun-deuk’s novels consistent
display introspection on writing of female intellectuals.

On the contrary, Ji Ha-ryun, who made her debut receiving support
from the existing literary world, shifted her focus gradually to the
narrative of intellectuals that strongly aroused the trend of the times

from everyday issues. She looked into false consciousness of males
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from the perspective of sisters by describing the difficulty and crisis
of masculinity in the colomal era and presented femininity that could
be ruled by masculine desire.

These novels of Im Sun—deuk and Ji Ha-Ryun show a critical point
that women's intelligence in the colonial era could reach, through
femininity, which perfectly belongs neither to Japanese national

discourse nor masculinity in the colonial era.

Key Words : Im Sun-deuk, Ji Ha-Ryun, Femininity, Female
Inellectuals, Reality, Lyricism, Masculinity in the

Colonial Era, Inner Narrative, Woman as the Other
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