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<Abstract>

Political and Economic Image of Cease-fire
(Cessation of War) of Vietnam War

Kim, Ju—hyeon

This study analyzed the political and economic images of cease—fire
(cessation of war) of Vietham War affecting Korean society from 3
different aspects. While cease-fire talks on Vietham War were
mitiated in 1968, the Korean government was largely negative on the
talks since the ceasefire in the Korean Peninsula was a ‘negative’
model for Vietnam War from the perspective of Korean government.
When the cease-fire talks became more evident, however, the
cease-fire was contradictively visualized from the economic
perspective. On the contrary to the earlier view of ‘Cease-fire
representing the end of special economic boom from the Vietnam
War,” the cease-fire began garnering attentions as new potential
opportunities to participate in post-war reconstructions. These views
were integrated into ‘Mekong Comprehensive Development Plan’ to
draw unusual interests, but it all abruptly ended when Vietnam
collapsed.

The cease—fire talk also selectively engaged in the Southeast Asian
region which emerged as a manpower expert site in the late 1960s.
Laos and Cambodia viewed as a war-infested danger zone regardless
of neutralism, whereas pro-Western nations perceived the region as a

rich repository of natural resources with unlimited potentials despite
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primitivity. It is believed that such perception not only divided the
Southeast Asia based on the Vietnam War but also significantly
mmpacted the image of the Southeast Asia. Lastly, the Korean
government promptly moved on to accumulate the end of Vietnam
War into a growth theory by defeating communism after asserting to
learn lessons of national security from the fall of Vietnam.
Throughout these series of processes, it was rare to find ‘critical’
interventions from the intellectual society challenging the expedition
of troops to the Vietnam War. And although it was methodologically
msufficient to draw public interest, the social text on the Vietnam
War published in the 1970s can be deemed to accept the aftermath of
cease—fire talk as new momentum of the Representation of Vietnam

War when judging it based on the time and its contents.

Key Words : Cease—fire(Cessation of War) of Vietnam War, Mekong
Comprehensive Development Plan, Post Vietnam troop
dispatch discourse, the fall of Vietnam, Laos and
Cambodia’s Representation, a growth theory by

defeating communism, Representation of Vietnam War.
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