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<Abstract>

Before and After of Libertation in the Studies
on the History of the Korean Modern
Literature

Kang, Yong—hoon

Studies on modern Korean literature history were published before
and after the liberation, and they presented the ways to define the era
of the Korean literature history. In addition, some concepts such as
‘form’, ‘trends’ and ‘thoughts’ were established to contemplate the
aspects of changes in modern literature history. Through this, those
who studied literature history continued to ask questions about the
relationship between tradition and trends of the age, and the
relationship between western literature introduced through the
Imperial Japan and colonial Chosun literature.

In particular, researchers of modern literature history focused on the
period from the late 19th century to the early 20th century in which
western civilization was introduced after the opening of a port. Lim,
Hwa defined this period as ‘transition period’ and tried to explore the
boundary of ‘old era and new era’ and ‘tradition and foreign culture’ in
<New literature history>. Use of the term of ‘transition period met
the concept of ‘form’. Lim, Hwa fundamentally examined how civil
culture took root in the Chosun society through the concept of ‘form’.

Lim, Hwa's critical minds were not substantially inherited in

“investigation of Chosun new literature history” written by Baik,
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Cheol and “Chosun modern literature history” written by Park,
Young-hee after the liberation. Baik, Cheol replaced terms of
‘transition period’ and ‘form’ which Lim, Hwa used with ‘the time of
enlightenment’ and ‘trends’. While Lim, Hwa tried to explore the
grounds in which civil culture was formed in Chosun society, Baik,
Cheol was concentrated to summarize and introduce multi-layered
contents of foreign trends introduced in Chosun society.

In addition, Baik, Cheol claimed that modern Chosun literature
started in 1923 when the proletarian movement was formed after he
classified the period into ‘modern’ and ‘contemporary’ times. Baik,
Cheol thought that the main trend was formed in Chosun new
literature sharing the flow of global trends. In addition, he described
that anxiety and awareness of crisis sprang up before and after 1932
and 1933 when a ‘main trend was lost. “Investigation of Chosun new
literature history” was significant, because he described the detailed
situations of literary world during the period from 1930s to the
liberation.

On the other hand, Park, Young-hee comprehensively defined
‘Contemporary times of Chosun literature’ without using a term of
‘modern’. When Park, Young-hee defined ‘Contemporary times of
Chosun literature’, he thought that aspects and situations of national
ordeal using Korean education were important. Unlike Lim, Hwa and
Baik, Cheol, Park, as Young-hee highlighted Korean language and
national awareness, he did not deeply explore the effects of world
trends and Japanese literary circles on Chosun literature. Instead, he
highlighted the term of ‘thought’ in the process of description of
literature history. He defined the term of ‘thought' as the national
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feeling which sprang together with political awakening of Korean
people. In “Chosun modern literature history”, he excluded multi-
layered areas which did not converge into ‘nation’ from the
description of literature history rather than being focused on national

emotion formed in the process of overcoming the crisis of the nation.
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