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<Abstract>

Colonialism, Decolonialism in 1940, Busan

Lee, Jae—bong

The Second National Defense Tournament was held at Busan
Public Stadium in Nov. 23, 1940. Busan High school, which was
Japanese School, won the championship in this tournament by an
unfair judgement, and it made the students from Joseon School—
Dongrae High school and Busan Commercial High school H—furious.
The furious students reacted against this result, and attacked Colonel
Nodai, Kenzi's mansion shouting some slogans. Almost 200 students
were arrested, 15 received criminal penalty, and 65 were expelled or
suspended from school for so—called ‘Nodai incident’,

Lee, Byeong—ju mentioned this incident shortly in Guwanbu
yeollakseon(Gwanbu Ferry), and no other works in Korea described
it. In this point of view, 1940, Busan written by Japanese writer, Iio,
Kensi is worth of notice. lio traced the truth of Nodai Incident’ by
presenting Kagaya and character A. A had his doubt about Witness
the Independence Movement written by B, his Busan High School
Classmate. He looked for several circumstantial evidences and
collected testimonies of people who were concerned in this incidence,
and then concluded that it was just a small noise even without
shouting ‘Joseon Dongnip Manse(Hurray the independence of Joseon)'.
Tio made best use of the feature of non—fiction novel by enumerating

historical facts and using letters to strengthen his logic. As a result,
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Busan, of the time, was just a beautiful colonial space that was filled
with memory and romance of their school days. This kind of attitude
is not different from Japan's so-called Historical Revisionism after
1990’s; It can be said to be ‘assassinating the memory’ by reducing/
deleting or over-interpreting the ‘memory’ on purpose.

A historical fact cannot be defined by few words. There was
another possibility that the students who participated in National
Defense Tournament were to be exposed to imperialism and
colonialism and to internalize it without realizing because the
tournament itself was full of the logic of imperialism and colonialism
of war. The protest and the protest marches of the students started
from an unfair judgement developed the incident to unexpected
direction, and the slogan that students shouted was a complex one
which was full of contradiction and ambivalence. They sometimes
shouted uncritical slogan against the logic of empire, but they also
msulted the emperor of Japan and damaged Kimigayo. Amplified
feelings during this made students shout ‘Joseon Dongnip Manse
(Hurray the Independence of Joseon) that can be said to be the most
dangerous and radical action at that time. Considering this point of
view, ‘Nodai incident’ which was happened in Nov. 23, 1940 was a
dramatic incident that the contradiction between imperialism and
colonialism drove. Busan on that day was a place of festival where
people expressed their suppressed feelings and rage on one hand, and
also was a place of liberation with passion and disorder where
colonialism and decolonialism coexist and was filled with

contradictory and ambivalent slogans on the other hand.
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Key Words : Busan, Nodai Incident, <1940, Busan>, Colonialism,
Decolonialism, Joseon Dongnip Manse(Hurray the
independence of Joseon), Historical Revisionism,

Memory, Festival, Place of Liberation
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