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<Abstract>

The Study of Judges’ Image in Lawsuit
Novels of the Joseon Dynasty

Zhang, Yan-Gao’

Focusing on King's idea of ruling a nation and the motive of
judgment in lawsuit novels of Joseon Dynasty, this paper looks into
judges’ image in such types of lawsuits novels as vengeance ending,
reformation ending and injustice ending.

The fact that sometimes the King took charge of a judge in lawsuit
novels of Joseon Dynasty is the embodiment of the law concept that
the national law is just the kings law. In Joseon Dynasty, according
to circumstances the king’s order could be the law and the judgment.
Through the King’s judgment we can see the main idea of ruling a
nation of sovereign in that dynasty, and in Joseon Dynasty they
preferred virtuous leadership. Besides that, the King considered the
motive as being more important than others in a judgment. The
consciousness that if the motive was kind, then the punishment can
be avoided showed the idea of the punishment of benevolent people.
And through the punishment of evil, people can know King's efforts
to make a world full of ethics, morality and manners of Confucianism.

In lawsuit novels of vengeance ending, judges’ image was
magnified as a righteous, fair and extraordinary character. But during

the judgment of cases, judges’ lack of security of evidence and

* Shanghai Business School
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scientific and sensible methods of criminal investigation also havebeen
shown. In lawsuit novels of reformation ending novels, judges’ image
was magnified as reformation. The characters magnified are people
based on kind love, through instilling ethics and morality to reform
others faithfully and to make a society full of filial piety. In lawsuit
novels of injustice ending, judges’ image was magnified as corruption
and incompetence. Those judges who took on lawsuits in regard to
property were actually not qualified as the legal executor with no
sense of justice and were overruled by bribe. Through those images
of judges, we can see the ignorance of local government official, the
absence of legal consciousness and legal knowledge, and the fact of

corrupt officials’ accepting bribe in that dynasty.

Key Words : lawsuit novels, judge, King, clemency, virtuous
leadership, motive of judgment, the punishment of

benevolent people, charity, reformation, corruption
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