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<Abstract>
Lee Sang’s Novels and Irony
Song, Ki-Seob

Novels written by Lee Sang create unique internality. The
internality is displayed by irony. Irony is the most noticeable factor in
novels by Lee Sang. Heroes of his novels apply the view of the world
to himself by irony. Irony brings about reflective thinking for
self-recognition. Lee Sang express that ironic structure in his novels.
We call it investigative structure.

Irony is expressed in two ways in novels by Lee Sang. One is
linguistic irony, and the other is narrative irony. The former is formed
in narrative discourse. In contrast, the latter is formed in narrative
structure. Linguistic irony has been studied in narrative research. In
contrast, narrative irony 1s barely studied However, the more
mmportant part of novels by Lee Sang is narrative irony.

Narrative irony is formed in process of problematic individual's
self-exploration. It includes the individual's disillusionment and
arousal during the process. The internality of novels by Lee Sang is
created in this process. “Hwansigi’(Record of Hallucination) and
“Donghae” are typical examples of this structure. “Nalgae”(Wings)
and “Jijuhwasi”(A Spider meets a pig) also share similar spiritual
structure. Narrative irony is strongly related to themes of these

novels.
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