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<Abstract>

The Rhetoric of Logos as an Art of

Persuasion

- A Study on the Distinct Rhetorical Features in
Yoon-Ki Lee’s Short Stories

Lee, Sang-Jin

Yoon-Ki Lee is an important writer of the 1990s and has published
dozens of novels and short stories. However, they were never subject
to a proper evaluation as they were overshadowed by his fame as a
translator. This study analyzes the distinct rhetorical features used in
Yoon-Ki Lee’s short stories to expose issues regarding his narrative
style. As a result, this study has found that Yoon-Ki Lee’'s short
stories had a strong tendency to engage in demonstrative discourse.
First, he enhances his persuasive power by drawing upon an
“authoritative basis” which is necessary to deliver the subject from
various sources ranging from daily life experiences and text from
relevant literature. Also, the narration is dominated by logos instead
of pathos, and clear and logical illustrations and inferences rather than
a narrative. It 1s easy to find the frequent appearance of digressions
in his works where he deviates from the main story and inserts other
descriptive sentences or events. Although he has a command over
euphemism through the use of metaphors, he utilizes contrast,

rhyming couplets, palilogy and explanations in oder to convey the

* Korea National Open University
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original meaning clearly.

Such distinct rhetorical features show that his works deviate from
the traditional grammatical structure of novels. The repetition of
materials and mutual text causes a doubt as to their degree of
completion. The narrative of his works lack narrative unity as the
short sequences are dispersed and are listed in the form of episodes.
The metaphors that he uses have less effect on conveying its
meaning due to the repeated explanations and basis of arguments and
have become metaphor with no actual purpose. Thus, his works
directly express emotions rather than an impulse to create aesthetic
expressions, and have become a novel which carries a far more
superior impulse to enlighten the public. The ironclad rule of a
translator which is to not differ from the meaning of the original text
fatally acted as a limitation to the writings of Yoon-Ki Lee.

Kew Words : Yoon-Ki Lee, short-story, rhetoric, persuasion,
demonstration, basis of arguments, logos, metaphor,

digression, euphemism
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