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<Abstract>

A Study on the Popularity and
Bibliographical Aspects of ‘Danpyung’(Short
Reviews) in Journals in the Late 1930s

Lee, Hae-Nyeon’

The purpose of this study is to consider ‘Danpyung’ (short reviews)
put in the journal literary columns from 1935 to 1940, as a link of the
study on the history of Korean modern literary criticism.

The authors of ‘Danpyung’ are mostly journalists, who are also
novelists and critics having an effect on the literary world at that
time. Therefore, ‘Danpyung’ has a great possibility of possessing the
literariness(or criticality) and literary historical value.

In this paper, Danpyung’ is studied in two aspects, first, the
bibliographical consideration, second, the historical background for its
valuation in the history of literary criticism.

1. The bibliographical consideration of ‘Danpyung’ :

‘Danpyung’  columns, such as “Chungchalgi”, “Tagmokjo’,
“Hochodam”, “Yungeumngi”, “Cogito”, “Piltan”, are given continuously.
These have been recorded in four journals of these days since around
1935.

As a result of that, a lot of ‘Danpyung’ are produced until 1940.

The authors of ‘Danpyung’ do not write their names mostly, and

the titles of ‘Danpyung’ column are greatly belligerent, fighting and
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instrumental names used in war.

In the contents of ‘Danpyung’, its chief trend is about ‘comments on
current literature’, ‘comments on current events about the literary
world, essays on special works, authors, critics, and the theory of
literature.

2. The Historical Background of Danpyung’s popularity :

1) Danpyung’ in its contents, succeeds to the character of
‘comments on current literature’ which continued until those days and,
in its form, is transfigured into a shorter form under the influence of
Japanese Danpyung’.

2) ‘Danpyung’ starts with the aim to make familiar the relation
between popular readers and literary specialists, and to make both
harmonious.

3) Danpyung’ is tried to revive the literary world of those days,
which the literary men grasp to be confusing, insecure and low-
graded.

Key Words : ‘Danpyung’ (short reviews), popularity, bibliographical
aspects, journal literary columns, literary criticism,
Japanese ‘Danpyung’, popular readers, authors of
‘Danpyung’
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