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<Abstract>

Gisaeng;, Korean geisha and court musicians of Seongj
u area in the 16C - focused on "Mukjaeilgis

Ryu, Sok-Young

"Mukjaeilgis of Lee, Mun-geon is the detailed and successive data
on daily life and provides useful information to be able to identify the
reality of local. This writing studied the aspects of Gisaeng and
court musicians through the records which were written by Lee,
Mun-geon during his 22 years of exile to Seongju region. The
summary of discussion is as follows.

The number of Seongju Gisaeng amounted to eighty and they all
belonged to the local government and their main task was to boost
the pleasure of various parties by performing their arts. Singing and
playing the geum with twelve strings were commonly performed.
Yangban of Seongju preferred Gisaeng's songs to other things. The
existence of Noeunghyang, Tagmuna, Jangbi who had excellent
singing talent could be exposed. By trailing them, it could be inferred
that how long they served as Gisaeng and what treatment they
received materially. Also The process by which local gisaeng were
recruited to the central government or other districts actively
promoted cultural interchange among the regions.

The fact that some musicians were in Seongju and neighboring
regions could be disclosed. They worked hard to get a living or were
taken to do forced labor on the ordinary days and also sometimes

uHZ21l KYOBO
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served as the musicians. The local musician could play only the
willow pipe because of the role restriction. The musicians such as
Yocheonjong, Jangpyo, Yoojison, Jeongheeseong, Leesujong were the
magic players of geum. Yocheonjong was a good musician who
played the tungso excellently and could play the geum. Tracing the
life of Jangpyo found out the fact that he became the musician of
Jangakwon from local commoner. Jangpyo, Yoojichon, could play the
peculiar tone and musical realm different from those of Gisaeng's
geum. They gained popularity and received respectful treatment from
yangban of Seongju. It means that The performance of geum by the
males was enjoyed for the purpose of the artistic appreciation rather
than that of excitement.

Unlike the above people, Jeongheemun as the member of
Jangakwon had outstanding talent and knowledge but his music was
venerated by only a few enthusiasts because it didn’t have a fast and
impressive tone which the popular music of those days pursued. On
the other hand, his disciple, Leesujong was powerful enough to cause
a change in the dynamics of the music world those days. The high
quality art of Hanyang was translated into local music through this

route.

Key Words : 16C, Seongju, Lee, Mun—geon, Mukjaeilgi, Gisaeng
(Korean geisha), court musicians, willow pipe

musicians.
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