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<Abstract>

Microscopic History and Popular Appeal
Nlustrated in 7he 1aebaek Mountains

Kwon, Eun-Mi"

The Taebaek Mountains consisting a set of 10 volumes is the first
to exceed 200th printings, and has achieved popular success. This
article takes notice of the factors of popular success this literary work
carries. First of all, the popular hit of a literary work can be
attributed to proper correspondence with the demands of the times
and the readers. In 1980s when 7The Taebaek Mountains was created
and completed, socially expressed and manifested were such inherent
issues of this country as Japanese forced occupation, liberation,
post-liberation incidents related with ideology, the Korean War, and
dictatorship along with the demands for democratization. At this
point, it is possible to infer that the introduction time of 7he Taeback
Mountains matched the public positive response. However, if one says
that such popular success of the work is only connected with periodic
issues, one cannot answer why it is possible to secure the rank as a
steady seller for 20 years after the completion of the piece. Therefore,
this article suggests that the popular success of the work derive not
only from the proper meeting of demands of the times, but also from
appropriate correspondence to the demands of readers through gaining

of justifiable explanation regarding the relationship between history

* The University of Ulsan
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and men. As there cannot be a different view that everyday life of a
man 1s base of all arts, The Taeback Mountains has a virtue of
historical novel through vivid figuration of human life and its
contemporary history.

Everyday life of man is a great view that an individual life is
figured in a literary work playing variations along in time and space
entangled through various courses. An individual entity is the basic
composite element in a great view of so—called human life. According
to the existing historical view, an individual is understood as a
meaning contrary to history. Encounter between individuals, accidental
changes, recollection, and a variety of indicators inbuilt within one’s
nature were all recognized as a marginal sub-history surrounding a
history or subjective factors. Historic demand for empirical measure
has not properly realized a man as a agent of history through
llustration of his history. Accordingly this paper understands that
The Taeback Mountains confronts the existing history through
figuration of an individual. Moreover, this article uses microscopic
method to comprehend the historic meaning of an individual
Microscopic research method will be the right and proper way to
explain the issues involving an individual and history.

A historic novel cannot be a history. Nevertheless, a historic novel
can play a role in correcting historic books by suitably reviving
everyday life of a man. History could not be just quantifiable results.
In that a man is always put as a main agent of history, the
comprehending of man as a base of history is crucial in discussing
history. In conclusion, popular success of 7The Taebaek Mountains has

a great relevancy with a tremendous appeal to the readers in respect
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to both the inquisitiveness about issues of man and history presented

i the work and their precise figuration.

Key Words : microscopic history, macroscopic history, accidental,

recollection, nature
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