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<Abstract>

Unreliable Narrator and Narrative Identity in

Dementia Narrative

- focused on "Unbearable Secret, and "Memoir of a
murderery

Kim, Eun-Jung’

This study aims to examine the aspects of the focalizer's
‘unreliability’ in each dementia narratives of the novels T Unbearable
Secretsy; by Park Wan-suh and "Memoir of a murderer; by Kim
Young-ha, and identify the role of the implied author to form the
narrative identity of the unreliable narrator.

In both works, the confusion of time exists at the center of the
disappearance of the memory of dementia patients, who are unreliable
speakers. In the narrative of Ha-yeong, the focalizer of "Unbearable
Secrets,, the confusion of time occurs between the time she, an
elderly dementia patient, thinks and the actual time. The confusion of
time in "Memoir of a murderer; appears as the aspect of being
unable to distinguish between reality and delusion in the same time
ZOne.

In this narrative structure, the dementia speakers are unaware of
what kind of personality or attitude they have. The narrative ends in
a state of confusion in which even she or he is not sure of her or his

own narrative, so the reader re-recognizes the existence of the who

* Kyungnam University.
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designed the narrative by dementia speakers who cannot lead the
narrative from the off. In this regard, the restoration of the identity of
the unreliable narrator. who has lost her or his identity is ultimately
up to the implied author, and it is the planning of him who put
forward the unreliable narrator.

The narrative identities of Ha-yeong and Kim Byeong-su, the
focus speakers of the two works, can be understood as ‘efforts to
overcome anxiety about unwarned misfortune’ and ‘guilty conscience
without statute of limitations’, and these identity of the incredible
dementia patient is also formed through the planning of the implied

author.

Key Words: unreliable narrator, dementia narrative, narrative identity,

confusion of time, implied author
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