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<Abstract>

The spatial arrangement strategy and
consciousness of compassion in
"Companion,, by Jeon Sang-guk

Kim Min-Ok’

This thesis started with the purpose of examining the spatial
arrangement strategy and compassion in Jeon Sang-gu’'s "Companion,.
Most of the protagonists in Jeon Sang-guk’s novels express emotions
of pain, and this pain does not remain in the pain itself, but rather
expands through disgust and self-pity to a sense of compassion. This
1S because the spatial structure and this sense of compassion are
intertwined to form a novel meaning network. In this study, Ludwig’s
space theory and suffering are the key to understand how the
composition and compassion of space revealed in the work are
connected and through what process they form their meaning, and to
analyze how this concretely reveals the artist’s consciousness.
Nussbaum's compassion theory was applied as a methodology.

In "Companion,, the space moves from ‘Stream — Mountain slope
— Pass crest — Downhill(crossroads)’. The process of becoming
empathetic and compassionate through the pain is being revealed. The
spatial arrangement of the ‘stream’ and ‘mountain slope’, which
presupposes physical pain, naturally forms the detective’s observer's
gaze and creates a narrow and ascending coordinated space to

express and reinforce the suffering of the protagonist. At the top of

* Busan University of Foreign Studies.
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the hill, the detective’'s sympathy for the suffering of the scourge is
being formed through the symbolic spatial arrangement of ‘gwang’
and ‘dam’, which have the meaning of shame and self-punishment. It
can be seen that the downhill road is arranged as a space where a
sense of compassion is realized while forming a contrasting meaning
with the ‘stream—mountain slope’ that rises to the top of the pass in
conjunction with the setting of snow.

In the end, the spatial arrangement of the eyes leading to the main
character’s destination, ‘waya-11, assumes the confrontation between
ascending and descending, showing a gradually narrowing shape in a
wide place and then widening again, expressing the suffering of the
characters, causing pain and self-esteem. While sharing punishment,
they are creating another ‘path’ to compassion through empathy.

In this way, Jeon Sang-guk suggests that, above all else,
compassion 1s required to save human beings who are vulnerable to
suffering through "Companion;. In other words, human beings, who
are fundamentally vulnerable to each other’s pain, can move forward
with compassion by sharing each other’s pain, revealing the author’s
consciousness that pain and wounds can be healed through

compassion.

Key Words: Jeon Sang-guk, Companion, Ludwig, Spatial arrangement
strategy, Coordination space, Symbolic space, Contrasting
space, Nussbaum, Compassion, Self-punishment,
Self-compassion, Consciousness of compassion

=28 202149 78 20
| alAtREZ @ 20214 g8l 17
7R &Ry - 20219 82 19






