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<Abstract>

The Wind of Deprivation and Hatred
- Focusing on (A Day Off)(1968) Directed by Lee
Man-hee

Kim, Man-Seok” - Kim, Feel-Nam”

In this paper, the movie, <A Day Off> directed by Lee Man-hee,
was analyzed not as the reflection or reproduction of the society of
those times, but at the level of stillness and movements, and it was
argued that the film had established an autonomous area rather than
had been used as the means of ideology or propaganda. In other
words, it was analyzed that <A Day Off> was not a narrative-
centered movie, but one focusing on the power generated in the
relationships among the characters, and had a unique structure of
paying attention to the direction of the camera’s dynamic without
knowing where it would head.

First, the film begins with the time of ‘a day off’, yet it's revealed
through the relationships among the characters that it is not rest or
break, but the time of regeneration for the continuance of the
capitalistic system. The main characters in the movie, Heo Wuk’ and
‘Tiveon' are poor lovers, who have a date in the park because they
don’t have money for a cup of coffee and don't say no to insulting

situations when they have to raise money for abortion because they

* independent researcher.
wx Kyungsung University.
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can't afford to raise a child We can see that the more Heo Wuk
meets his friends to prepare to pay for abortion, the more he becomes
forced into an uncontrollable critical situation. Heo Wuk’s friends are
also described as the figures spending time spiritlessly, having
intercourse with a woman whom one meets for the first time because
he is bored, being drunken, or taking a bath six times a day. In that
sense, it can be proven that in this movie, ‘a day off, doesn’t mean
true rest, but is just time for reproduction, and those not engaged in
production activities are being driven into extreme situations. As the
day off is drawing to its close, he becomes lethargic more and more,
and ends up expressing the emotion of self-destructive hatred
because of his friend, ‘Gyu-je’, who sees him with the eyes of
disgust. That is to say, the film makes one figure out the time of a
day off showing the world of production activities and reproduction
through Heo Wuk.

Lastly, in this paper, it was analyzed through the relationships in
the movie that in the latter half of 1960s when social instability was
increasing and changes were becoming severe, when one lost the
position or status that one used to enjoy, the one belonging to the
weaker class or rank in the society couldn’t help but become more
vulnerable to the emotions of lethargy or hatred and disgust.

Key Words: Lee Man-hee, A Day Off, deprivation, hatred, disgust,

reproduction
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