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<Abstract>

Questions raised by beings on the border
- Korean-Japanese and Nation’, ‘Language’,
‘Literature’

Lee, Jae—Bong’

It is common that Korean—Japanese living on the border who are
neither South Korean nor North Korean nor Japanese often reveal
their existence, regardless of their will, by cracking notions or
questioning ideas that people do not doubt because they think they
are natural or self-evident. They live as invisible beings in invisible
places, but they can be anywhere and their voices can be heard
anywhere. Whether intended or not, they make or shake various
notions that people take for granted or self-evident. As they're the
beings on the border being pushed out, they frequently raise questions
about the core notions that make up the modern times such as the
nation, language, and literature.

Therefore the questions they raise are so essential and fundamental:
Is the nation really a solid system consisting of the same history and
language? And can no one really escape from that system? Does the
language they use have the same attributes? Does the language only
contribute to facilitating communication? Rather, does it work as a
means of discrimination and exclusion? Is the literature in that

language really true to people’s universal feelings? So a literature is

* Pusan National University.
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an unquestionable system?
The questions they raise are sometimes uncomfortable and

embarrassing, but we should look them straight and listen to what

they say.

Key Words: border, Zainichi, Korean-Japanese, nation, language,

literature

201 74 31
220214 8 17
A=y 2021 8 17



