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<Abstract>

A Study on the Essay Theory of Kim Yeolgyu

Lee, Jeong-In’

Yeolgyu Kim, a scholar of Korean literature - South Korean scholar,
is also an acknowledged essayist who marked a new era in the fields
of essays in South Korea. Back at the time, essays were isolated
because of prejudiced awareness of genres but Kim included the
essays in the realm of literature and engaged in active work activities
and expressed the essay theories. This study explored Yeolgyu Kim's
essay theory by classifying it into three topics like the subject matter
of essay, the essay language, and the aim of the essay.

Essays are known as the literature of subject matter. The subject
matter that forms based on the personal life experiences of the writer
are present in the detailed world of life and in daily life, which is an
aspect of existence. Kim emphasized that the subject matter of the
essay is actually not in the raw, as it involves interrogating further
values and meaning and must go through literary acculturation like
the writer’s interpretation and ascription. With this, it is reminded
that it is the essayist’s share to recognize the dailiness carried by the
subject matter of the essay while sublimating it from a literary point
of view.

To embody the subject matter of the essay from an aesthetic

viewpoint and implement a topic, it must pass through a passage,

* Andong National University.
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which is language. Essay language is a product of literature where
the writer’s daily experiences are restructured with personal language
to signify the life and the world. The essay language pursued by Kim
1s a language that incubates within through the internalization of
experiences rather than the listing of superficial thoughts or
conventional everyday language. It only stands for the ‘language of
experiences’ that develops from the writer's personal senses.
Therefore, essay language signifies experiences to Kim.

Ultimately, the theory about subject matter and language in essay
as proposed by Yeolgyu Kim can be understood as a part of the work
required to execute the proper functions of essay, a form of
self-confessional writing, with greater authenticity. For this, Kim
added the meaning of ‘performance (f547)", which is to constantly
practice self-contemplation and self-exploration, onto the Chinese
character ‘F& of the term essays (F&5%). In the end, the aim of his
essays 1S to incubate daily subject matter into the writer's
experiential language and progress into the centripetal CGR/(») stage.

Yeolgyu Kim's essay theory is based upon the premise of dailiness.
Under the literature of everyday life and life literature, dailiness was
considered as an inherent limit that disturbs the literary values of
essays. Kim sets forth that the answer shouldn’t be searched from
refusing the dilemma of essay literature as the process of embracing
the dilemma and overcoming it is the way to reform essay literature.
This is considered as the special value in the essay theory by
Yeolgyu Kim.

Key Words: Yeolgyu Kim, essay(theory), subject matter of essay,
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essay language, dailiness, confessional writing
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