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<Abstract>

Wartime Music Society in Busan during the
Korean War

Nam, Young-Hee’

The purpose of this paper is to empirically examine the activities of
the wartime music society that took place in Busan, the provisional
capital of South Korea during the Korean war. The port city of Busan
is rich in cultural assets that have been built since the modern
Enlightenment. Based on this, even before the war, various activities
were actively conducted in the Busan. In addition, Busan musicians
served as patrons for musicians from all over the country to escape
the war. These factors supported the formation and development of
the wartime music society in Busan and became the basis for various
musical activities.

In the process of formation and development of the wartime music
soclety, the reorganization of the Busan music society also took place.
The activities of teacher-musicians and amateur musicians, who
played a large part in the Busan music society during the liberation
period, declined after the war. Some musicians were sacrificed to
anti-communist ideology during the war. After the war, the Busan
music society was newly formed around musicians who remained in
Busan without returning to Seoul and musicians who moved to
Busan. While Yun Isang, Gum Su-Hyun, Bae Doh-Soon, Lee

* Pusan National University
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Sang-Keun, Kim Jeom-Duk expanded their activities in Seoul.

The Wartime Composers Association and the Experimental Music
Association were organized during the Korean War. The activities of
these groups were examined through empirical data such as
pamphlets and newspaper articles. As a result, it was confirmed that
new experiments were attempted to pursue the diversification of
composition and to explore the essential value of music. It can be said
that music during the wartime was used for anti-communist ideology
and nationalistic logic, while activities to pursue the inner value of
music were developed together. This study confirmed that Busan
musicians provided an opportunity to renew the music society after
the war by actively interacting and cooperating with the wartime

music society.

Key Words: Wartime Capital, Busan, Korean War, Wartime
Composers’ Association, Experimental Music Association,
Yun Isang, Gum Su-Hyun, Bae Doh-Soon, Lee
Sang—Keun, Kim Jeom-Duk
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