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McCarthy, Berlin Review: Hong Sangsoo’s Brief ‘Introduction’ Connects When
Least Expected, Deadline, 2021.3.2.
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<Abstract>

(Introduction) as a Narrative of the Decline
of the Other and ‘Subjectivation’

Han, Gwi-Eun’

In Hong Sang-soo’s film <Introduction>, the parent—child
relationship i1s the main character axis. This is a character setting
that is not often seen in Hong Sang-soo’s films. However, it is not a
new setting in Hong Sang-soo’s filmography in that the
mother—daughter relationship forms one aspect of the narrative in the
previous short films <Lost in the Mountains(Z384+5)> and <List>.
In these three films, the parents are placed in the position of the
Other, and the main character’s young man desires the Other’s desire
and forms an ego-ideal. In particular, <Introduction> is not limited to
the mother-daughter relationship, and as the mother—daughter
relationship and father-son relationship become narrative, the story of
the Other and the subject is expanding, and the relationship between
the subject and the Other is also different from the previous short
films. Therefore, it is necessary to examine <Introduction> focusing
on the relationship between the Other and the subject, but to read it
interactively with <Lost in the Mountains> and <List>.

Even if it is not a parent—child relationship, there have been
existences that play a role as a Other in Hong Sang-soo’s films. In

the early works, the main character, who is a snob, appeared faithful

* Gyeongsang National University
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to the desire of the Other, and after <Right Now, Wrong Then>, the
protagonist escapes from the snob by realizing the absence of the
Other. In <On the Beach at Night Alone> and <The Woman Who
Ran>, the female protagonist becomes the subject through the
collapse of the Other. In these films, the Other was the Symbolic
order or the Symbolic itself, and at the same time was a group of
characters serving the Symbolic order. This collapse of the Other was
realized as the main character realized that the Other was an fantasy,
escaped from the Symbolic, and achieved subjectivation.

In <Introduction>, the Symbolic oppression is embodied in the form
of parents who have the status of the Other. The main characters
Young-ho and Joo-won are introduced to the path of an actor and a
designer respectively, according to their parents’ calling and desires,
but this is not their own desire, it is just a ‘subject effect’ formed by
their Interpellation. The Other, who is the subject of the Interpellation,
is not only a parent, but also a person who has settled in society’s
1deology or the Symbolic system. The subject effect by the call of the
Other is also shown in <Lost in the Mountains> and <List>. <Lost
in the Mountains> shows a person who fails and shows symptoms of
hysteria in the process of craving the desire of the Other, and <List>
shows the regression into the Imaginary of the subject who fails to
achieve the ego-ideal. Here, the difference from <Introduction>
occurs. This is because in <Introduction™>, the Other declines and the
main character gradually becomes the subject of drive.

In the film, the collapse of the Other and becoming the subject of
drive is also revealed through dream. In Hong Sang-soo’s film,
dreams appear as ‘fulfilling wishes' or ‘traversing fantasy’, but the

dream in <lIntroduction> has an ambivalence that includes both.
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Yeong-ho is in a lucid dream state as if he is controlling his dreams.
In other words, a conversation related to ‘reality check takes place in
the dream, and as Yeong-ho appears as an off-screen voiceover in
the first half of the dream, the event unfolds entirely from
Young-ho's point of view.

The fact that Yeong—ho enters the sea after waking up from the
dream proves that he is transforming into the subject of drive. The
subject of drive is the subject that senses the Real and the gaze. The
film expresses this through dreamy and surreal screens following soft
focus and defocusing, and matching gaze and look through panning
and long-take. Young-ho and Joo-won escape from the Other and
enter into subjectivation, but the film does not miss the fact that the
parents who were in the status of the Other depend more on the
Other and do not notice the gaze of the Real.

The uncertain times paradoxically make the Other more and more
established. <Introduction> raises questions about the obsessive
maintenance of Symbolic fantasy as a subject called out to the Other.
The film shows that subjectivation becomes possible only when the
status of the Other collapses, and that true ‘embracing’ is possible in
the place where the Other has collapsed.

Key Words: Hong Sang—soo, <Introduction>, <Lost in the
Mountains>, <List>, Other, Desire, Ego-ideal, Dream,
Drive, Subjectivation, Look and Gaze
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