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<Abstract>

Cultural Politics of Regional Literary
Movements in the 1980s

- Focused on Magazines Horizon and Prospect
Kim, Kyung-Yeon’

This paper comprehends the cultural politics of regional literary
movements driven by the magazine movement in Busan in the 1980s,
focusing on Horizon and Prospect. In the 1980s, various magazines
like Horizon (1983), Prospect (1934), Natives (1987), Literature and
Practice (1987), and Literature and Reality (1989) appeared in Busan.
These magazines functioned as a dwelling of struggles for
consciousness resisting the violent political circumstance of South
Korea in the 1980s and became the foothold of cultural struggles that
triggered an introspection of the region, developed topographic
imaginations, and confronted the authoritative literary system biased
toward Seoul (center). In particular, Horizon and Prospect were the
origins of the magazine movement of Busan and the avant-garde
mediums that drove ‘regional cultural movements’ with a practical
strategy while executing reflective disbandment of political and
cultural hegemony. The magazine movement of Busan put up the
banners of “pioneering inroads into regional literature,” “regionalism
of literature,” and “Korean literature as regional literature and world

literature as Korean literature.” At the same time, the magazine

* Pusan National University
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movement clarified its commitment to reappropriate the substitute
awareness about the partial literary system and reinvent regions and
literature. This movement was decisively more intense than the
trends of magazines in other regions in the 1980s that insisted on the
democratization of literature and the formation of local autonomous
cultures. Horizon and Prospect were at the center of these regional
cultural movements started from Busan. The critical subjects of
Horizon and Prospect were at the core of cultural and political plans
to specify the power relations latent in generality and specificity,
uncover ‘Tegional literature of Seoul’ that had been dominating as the
generality, overcome the marginality of regional literature of Busan,
and reorganize the hierarchical structure of the generality and
specificity into an equal system of ‘multiple generalities.” This paper
attempted to reread ‘regionalism’ as a method devised by the
magazine movement of Busan in the 1980s, led by Horizon and
Prospect, and explore cultural politics of regional literary movements
in the 1980s that started from Busan by paying attention to the

critical practice of Horizon and Prospect.

Key Words: In the 1980s, Mook, Busan, “Horizon”, “Prospect”,
regionalism, regional literary movements, dialectical

criticism, criticism of criticism
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