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<Abstract>

The Minjung Buddhist Movement in the 1980s and
the Logic of Silcheon Bulgyo

Myung, Su—Hyun*

This study aims to examine the media ideology and strategies of
Silcheon Bulgyo, a Buddhist Mook published during the development of
the Minjung Buddhist Movement in the 1980s. During this period, the
Korean Buddhist community, led primarily by young Buddhists, actively
promoted the Minjung Buddhist Movement in an effort to overcome the
conservatism and insularity of institutional Buddhism and to restore a
sense of practice grounded in social reality. In particular, after the
October 27 Buddhist Persecution, state repression against the Buddhist
community intensified, and demands for the social transformation of
Buddhism expanded accordingly, giving rise to a variety of media that
articulated reformist voices. Within this context, Silcheon Bulgyo, first
launched in 1983, attempted forms of practical writing that traversed
genres such as scholarly essays, critical commentaries, reportage,
dialogues, poetry, and fiction, while also bringing together contributors
from diverse fields. Through these efforts, it sought to establish the
theoretical foundations of the Minjung Buddhist Movement based on
systematic analyses of Buddhist doctrine, history, and institutions. At the
same time, the magazine proposed the practical orientation of the

“Poet-Practitioner,” grounded in a strong historical consciousness, and

* Pusan National University.
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functioned as a public sphere in which the multilayered logic and
affective energies of the Minjung Buddhist Movement intersected.
Through these media strategies, the Minjung Buddhist Movement was
able to expand beyond the boundaries of a religious movement and
develop into a broader current within the Minjung Cultural Movement.
In vparticular, Silcheon Bulgyo holds considerable literary-historical
significance in that it pursued a popular reorientation of Buddhist
Literature through its engagement not only with the works of Buddhist
writers led by Park Jin-Gwan, but also with literary collectives such as
Mokyo-si(Thursday Poetry) and O-wol-si(May Poetry) in the Gwangju

and Jeonnam regions.

Key Words: Silcheon Bulgyo, 1980s, Mook, Mook Movement, Minjung
Buddhist Movement, Minjung Cultural Movement, Minjung
Literature, Buddhist Literature, Park Jin-Gwan
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