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<Abstract>

A Study on the Consciousness of Death
in the Early Poetry of Kim Jong—chul

Jeon, Cheol-Hui"

This study examines the transformation of the perception of death, a
core mechanism permeating the early poetic world of Kim Jong-chul.
Utilizing Heidegger’s concept of “Being-towards-death” (Sein-zum-Tode)
as an analytical framework, this research diachronically identifies the
poet's reality and his corresponding modes of existential response. The
findings are as follows: In Kim’s first poetry collection, The Will of
Seoul, death functions as a “symbol of sterile reality.” The poet portrays
Seoul?caught in the process of modernization?and Vietnam?devastated
by war?as a “diseased body” or a “patient on their deathbed,”
perceiving death as a negative end stripped of vitality and productivity.
This collection reflects the tragic worldview of the early poet, who
longed for an absolute beyond yet could not help but be frustrated by a
wretched reality. Conversely, in his second collection, Oido, death shifts
into the underside of life and an object of harmony. The poet realizes
that life and death are not severed but organically linked, much like the
coexistence of a “dead sea and a living sea.” During this period, the
poet accepts love and separation, birth and extinction as a natural
process of wandering, overcoming the fear of death to reflect upon the

finitude of life. In the third collection, Today is the Day, the poet

* Daejin University.
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completes his subjective existence by internalizing death into the
present. Integrating the past and future into the “now-time” (Jetzt-Zeit),
the poetic speaker demonstrates an attitude of fully embracing daily life
despite its inherent pain and sorrow. In particular, the emergence of the
“Nail” series can be seen as the product of an existential resolve to
accept negative reality and personal deficiency as part of one's identity
rather than evading them. In short, death in Kim Jong-chul’s poetry is
not merely a biological conclusion. It is a sign of an existential struggle
to reject the inertial life of the “They” (Das Man) and to construct an
“authentic self” by confronting one’s own finitude. His poetic journey,
which began as an indictment of a tragic reality, establishes his identity
as a subjective human being through the process of grounding death

within the interior of life.

Key Words: Kim Jong-chul, Death, Heidegger, Lyricism, Existence.
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