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<Abstract>

Intellectual History of the 1960s and Newly
Emerging Topos
- Changes in Poem Written by Shin Dong-yeop before

and after April 19 Revolution and Protests against
Korea-Japan Summit

Ko, Bong-Jun’

The 1960s occupies a special place in the history of Korean
literature. During this period, two models of modernization—people’s
yearning for ‘freedom’ and ‘nationality’ triggered by the April 19
revolution and technism purported by those who led the May 16
military coup—crashed hard. Throughout the 1960s, the reality of
social changes stimulated literary imagination, and literature
surmounted ideological taboo and provided a vision on reunification of
the two Koreas and an ideal world. Kim Suyoung and Shin Dongyeop
have been seen as poets that represented literature of the 1960s. This
study discusses characteristics of Shin Dongyeop's poem from the
1960s in relation to social changes as represented by the April 19
revolution and protests against the Korea—Japan summit. Before 1960,
his poem embodied the poet’s negative perception of the reality at an
ideological level or stated his conviction and resolution to overcome
the reality. The negative perception of the reality was born from his
experience of the war. By 1999, when he was about to debut, his

* KyungHee University.
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poem began to show historical consciousness. Around this time, the
poet termed his idea of an ideal world as ‘ceasefire district’, and after
the April 19 revolution, he revised the term to ‘buffer zone’. When he
first published ‘Go Away Shell!” in 1964, he described the ideal world
as a ‘neutral’ place, and then in 1968, called the ideal world of the
same overtone in three different terms of ‘buffer zone, neutral zone,
peaceful zone’ at the same time. That is, in the poet’s work, ‘ceasefire
district’ changed to ‘buffer zone after the April 19 Revolution, which
went on to diversify into ‘buffer zone, neutral zone, peaceful zone’
following protests against the Korea—Japan summit. Around the time
Shin Dongyeop wrote about a ‘neutral’ place, novelist Choi Inhun also
expressed his dreams about a ‘neutral’ place in his series novel, and
from this fact, it can be derived that the poet’ change of terms
indicating an ideal world reflected the influence of the reality on

literature.

Key Words : ceasefire district, peaceful zone, buffer zone, neutral
place, liberty, nation, Shin Dong—yeop.
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