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<Abstract>

Changes in Identity Observed in Heo
Ryeon-soon’s Long Novels

Choi, Byeong-woo

The purpose of this study was to trace the pattern of changes in
identity observed in long novels A Wind Flower <BF&Z> Who Saw
the House of Butterflies <77} Y8l2] & B3;E7> and A Chinese
Bride <Z=A> (trilogy of A Wind Flower) written by Heo Ryeon-
soon, a Korean Chinese woman writer. In order to novelize identity,
Heo Ryeon—-soon chooses elements related to her identity as a Korean
Chinese woman such as nation, race, and gender, also general family
identity of humans, and self-identity associated with disability.

Heo Ryeon-soon’s A Wind Flower shows the pattern of national
identity reinforced as a Chinese rather than as a Korean because of
Korean Chinese immigrant workers' endurance of unbearable
discrimination and humiliation for money and their experiences of
legal and institutional oppression just after the establishment of
formal diplomatic relation between Korea and China. The Korean
government changed its immigration policies in the 2000s, and
reflecting this change, Heo Ryeon-soon, in Who Saw the House of
Butterflies, describes a woman who tries to smuggle herself into
Korea but dies on the way. Through this, she shows the character’s
fatal struggle to escape from pains arising from family identity or

women’s identity. With the revision of the Overseas Korean Act,
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moreover, Korean Chinese were allowed to immigrate to Korea freely,
and Heo Ryeon-soon published A Chinese Bride that depicts a
woman who experiences confusion in her identity as a mixed blood of
Chinese and Korean and a man who experiences confusion in
self-identity due to a disability caused by a car accident. The couple
breaks up due to the man’s absorption into his own wound and
resultant indifference to the other, and after a long period of time they
reunite through the power of love.

In the trilogy of A Wind Flower, Heo Ryeon-soon expanded
denotation from themes related to her own identity as a Korean
Chinese woman to the general identity of humans. Through this, she
delivers the strong message that the confusion of identity leads
people’s life to pains and breakup and, in order to overcome it, one
needs to assume the attitude of understanding and tolerance, namely,

love that objectifies his/her pains and accepts others’ pains.

Key Words : Korean Chinese, Overseas Korean Act, identity, dual
identity, family identity, confusion and breakup of

identity, identity overcoming
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