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<Abstract>

The Media Ecology and Discourses of the Song

Movement in the 1980s:

Focusing on the Discourse Analysis of the Norae(Song) Mook
Series(Volumn 1-4)

Oh, Kwang—Soo*

This paper examines the Korean song movement of the 1980s from
two perspectives. First, it traces the evolution of its discourse through an
analysis of the mook series Norae(Song), Vols. 1-4, published between
1984 and 1993. Second, drawing on the concept of intermediality, it
examines Norae from the perspective of media ecology.

From Norae Vol. 1, first published in 1984, through Norae Vol. 3,
published in 1988, the overall trajectory of its discourse remained
largely consistent. It maintained a dichotomous framework that criticized
the commercialism of popular music and its detrimental effects,
opposing popular culture to minjung culture. In Norae Vol. 4, however,
this binary perspective was revised. This shift reflected the intellectual
and cultural developments that followed the emergence of the concepts
of “popular culture for the minjung” and “minjung culture for the
popular masses” in the late 1980s. In this sense, the discourse of Norae
was itself inevitably a product of its historical moment.

This paper also examines the media transformation of Norae and the

synergistic effects it generated through intermediality. The spoken

* Researcher, 1016 Institute, Pusan National University.
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discourse(interviews and roundtable discussions) and written texts
(scholarly essays, song criticism, and studies of songwriters and their
works) published in the print medium Norae were transformed into
electronic signals through the circulation of unofficial cassette tapes,
which in turn found expression in live performances—the practical arena
of the song movement—including university festivals, political rallies and
demonstrations, and small-theater performances, where the performing
body itself functioned as a medium. These performances, in turn,
generated new discursive inspirations for the contributors to Norae,

forming a self-reinforcing cycle of intermedial interaction.

Key Words: the song movement of the 1980s, Norae(Song), popular cult
ure for the minjung and minjung culture for the popular ma

sses, media ecology, intermediality
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