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<Abstract>

Family and Women Recreated in Park
Geun-hyung's Play

Kim, Yoon-Hee’

There are elements of both women's liberty and the infringement of
their rights in the system of family formed with the modern nation.
Despite such an unequal structure, it could be maintained and
sustained due to the implicit coercion with the mythicizing of a
sacrifice of someone in the relationship. However, with the change of
the socio—economic structure, the family economy, which was
conducted mainly by households, changed to individual-centered, so
that it was no longer possible to force the unilateral sacrifice of
someone in the family. This is because the crisis of the family in our
society today occurred at this point.

Compared to other genres, drama is easier to use to understand the
times and to grasp the physical and mental structure of a society. In
particular, Park Geun-hyung’'s works have vividly reproduced the
truth of the family that our society has so far neglected on stage. He
1s a director and playwright. This paper examined the mechanism of
the family system, which we believed as solid, centered on his plays.
In particular, this focused on raising the issue that women, especially
mothers, are not being discussed in earnest in the research on family

narratives through prior studies.

* Kyunghee University.
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Park Geun-hyung's female characters, like women in many
patriarchal societies, had socially difficult being recognized for their
mmportnace due to low social capital. But that does not mean that
they are only passively conforming to their given destiny. These
women seek to be recognized for their existence in the unequal family
system called patriarchy, even through hurting themselves. And as
they struggled hard to be recognized while even hurting themselves,
they no longer cared about the family system of patriarchy. The
family has only been given excessive symbolic meaning by social
needs and a combination of coincidences that is not a special
relationship.

Park Geun-hyung’s early works focused on revealing how
contradictory the patriarchal system is. However, later, he began to
rethink the direction of family relationships that can no longer be
maintained by a normal family based on the problems of pregnancy,
childbirth and child care. He carefully questions whether parents who
neglected taking care of a child can be called parents because they
have given birth to a child biologically. This is because the symbolic
meaning of parent, mother, has internalized in women as having to
endure Inequalities in their families. When caregiving is not the
responsibility of any individual but rather a community who works
together, women will be able to connect with the wider community

and restore their identity beyond the family.

Key Words : Family, Women, patriarchal system, inequality,
recognition struggle, solidaristic community, Park

Geun—hyung
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