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<Abstract>

Three Features of "Modernity” of Modern
Korean Poetry in the 1930s

- Focused on the sea poems of Jeong Ji-Yong, Im
Hwa and Kim Ki-Rim

Jo, Dong-Goo’

This paper examines the significance of the sea in the poetry of the
1930s, focusing on the sea in Korean modern poetry, and especially
how it relates to ‘modernity’ which was an important theme of 1930s
poetry. The target poems are concerned with sea poems of Jeong
Ji-Yong, Im Hwa, Kim Ki-rim from the late 1920s to the 1930s.

The three poets have all in common that they have studied in
Japan, and the sea in their poems has a close relationship with the
sea that they have experienced through studying in Japan. As a result
of analyzing the poems, the term ‘sea’ of Jeong Ji-Yong described the
sea as an immediate sSpace by pursuing a sensual image while
removing emotions. Im Hwa described sea as a historical space of
self-reflection, concentrating on the meaning of the times that the sea
(Hyeonhaetan) possessed rather than sensuous feeling. Kim Ki-rim
described the ocean in an urban sense at the beginning, but in the
late 1930s He transformed the sea into a space of self-gaze in the
times. All three poets were poets who wondered how to practice the

value of modernity through the object of the sea in the times of the

* Pukyong University
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1930s.

Key Words : sea, modern, Japan, study abroad, symbol, landscape,

subject, romantic prospect, self-examination
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