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<Abstract>

Essential Identity in the Loss of Place in
African Poetics
- Focusing on Harry Garuba's "Animist Chants
and Memorialsy

Bae, Ok-Ju’

This study examines the driving forces of poetic identity in Harry
Garuba’'s (1958 -2020) poetry collection Animist Chants and
Memorials by focusing on the theme of loss of place. Remembered
among Africans as a “gentle giant,” Garuba’s poetics engages closely
with postcolonialism within non-Western and diasporic  literary
contexts. His work vividly portrays the journey of reclaiming Africa,
a homeland dispossessed by colonialism, and articulates an identity
shaped by placelessness and resistance to colonial power. In
particular, Garuba's English-language poems function as songs of
liberation that awaken the souls sacrificed to imperialism. His poetics
conveys the experience of place loss through the oral imagination
rooted in African orality. Confronting the paradoxical condition of “life
without place” or “place without life,” Garuba transforms the
mjustices of colonial environments into a poetics of metaphor.
Therefore, studying place loss in his work is not merely a record of
absence but provides crucial insight into the forces shaping African

poetic identity. This research aims to illuminate African poetics

* Pukyong National University
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through an analysis of oral imagination and the aesthetics of place

loss in Garuba’s verse.

Key Words: Harry Garuba, Animist Chants and Memorials,
postcolonialism, identity, loss of place
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