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<Abstract>

Revolutionary Poetics of Heterotopia in Latin

America

- Focusing on Juan Gelman's Poetry Collection “Un pajaro vivia en miy
Bae, Ok—Ju’

This study examines the revolutionary poetics of Juan Gelman (1930-
2014), the representative poet of Argentina, through the lens of
heterotopia. The primary text analyzed is Un pajaro vivia en mi (A Bird
Lived Inside Me). Heterotopia, as proposed by Michel Foucault, refers
to an other space that exists in reality yet operates according to
principles different from those of the dominant social order.

Gelman's poetics internalizes the historical trauma imposed by
Argentina's military dictatorship, and his poetic practice of resistance
manifests in three modes of heterotopia. First, as a heterotopia of exile
and language, it reconstructs lost places into poetic space, thereby
securing a counter-hegemonic insider status. Second, as a liminal space
of death and disappearance, it positions the disappeared at the threshold
between life and death, transforming this threshold into a heterotopia of
resistance against the ruling power. Third, as an aesthetic space of
resistance and revolution, the act of writing poetry constructs a
counter-space juxtaposed with an oppressive reality.

This study demonstrates that the poetic space constructed in Gelman's

poetics constitutes a heterotopia that overcomes the absurdity of “a life

*Pukyong National University.
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without place” and “a place without life.” In doing so, it elucidates the
literary significance of the counter-space constructed by Latin American

revolutionary poetics in resistance to oppressive realities.

Key Words: Juan Gelman, Un pajaro vivia en mi, heterotopia, Latin

American revolutionary poetics, Exile, Liminal Space
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