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<Abstract>

The Identity of Korean Theater Art and
Commercial Discourses in the 1960s

Park, Mi-Ran’

This study would investigate and reveal the image of theater that
the play scene would create at this time and the changing patterns of
the play scene by examining the commercial discourses raised in the
scene of Korean plays in the 1960s. First, this study examined the
point in which they would newly define the nature of theatrical art,
distinguishing the theatrical from the non-theatrical through
commercial discourses. The criticisms at this time defined and
criticized that it would be non-theatrical and commercial to utilize
stars instead of stage actors or show the actors’ personal technical
skills or the scenes’ technical skills noticeably and present
self-consciousness as stage actors and the ensemble of performances
as the conditions with which theatrical art should be equipped. In
addition, the ‘true audience’ of a play is limited to the audience with
the abhility to love and appreciate it, not the general public because the
mtrinsic value of the play has been found in emotional unity with the
audience. Along with this view of the theater, as college student
audience take the center, there is an aspect that the works selected
by the audience are considered good ones. At the time, they chose

classical masterpieces or popular works as their repertory to draw the

* Sungkonghoe University
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attention of college student audience; however, low-quality
performance is also criticized as a commercial attitude. This criticism
1s earnestly raised in the process in which emerging actors would
distinguish their plays from technically inexperienced student plays
and position themselves to a professional play company. In the theater
i the 1960s, theatrical subjects redefined the nature of theater,
actively utilizing commercial discourses and responded to the tasks of

the play scene to construct their identities and roles.

Key Words: Commercial discourse, Commercial play, Theatrical,
Theater audience, College student audience,

Specialization of play
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