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<Abstract>

Mapping the Sources and Politics of Women's

Narratives
Kwon, Young—Bin*

This article employs a feminist geographical perspective to explore
new modes of reading and the correspondences between literature and
interpretation that illuminate the origins and political dimensions of
Korean women's narratives. Women's narratives, which have emerged as
a catalyst for the “feminism reboot,” derive their significance not only
from engaging with social discourse on women but also from generating
it. Moreover, the production, circulation, research, and criticism of these
narratives are closely intertwined with social realities that demand new
practices and methodologies for reading, writing, and speaking about
women.

The literature of Park Wan-seo has contributed not only to bringing
to public attention the core themes of contemporary women's narratives
—such as the lives of women who have survived violence, patriarchy
and mother-daughter relationships, the realities of ideological apparatuses
such as marriage and family, and female bodies and sexuality—but also
to foregrounding the literary and cultural-historical contexts in which
stories about women have been historically regarded as private and
informal.

This article aims to map the relationship between literature and

* Dong-A University.
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interpretation in Park Wan-seo's work, focusing in particular on
scholarship that frames gender politics intertwined with Korean
modernity as a question of embodied subjectivity and spatial conditions.

Meanwhile,  feminist  geography  provides an  appropriate
methodological framework for reading Park Wan-seo's literature, which
foregrounds questions of space and subjectivity, including the female
body, alongside existing scholarship informed by feminist theory.
Building on this perspective, this study examines how literature and the
geography of gender intersect and are represented, with the aim of
reconsidering the methodological application of feminist geography in
literary studies.

Unlike previous studies that have primarily focused on gendered
spaces within literary texts, this article adopts a meta-critical approach
that connects literary analysis, existing scholarship, and methodological
inquiry from the perspective of feminist geography. Through this
approach, it analyzes the multiple meanings of gendered space that
shape Park Wan-seo's work and reinterprets prior research to explore the
significance of women's narratives and the foundations of feminist
practice within her literature. In doing so, the study seeks to propose an

alternative approach to understanding feminine spaces and literary

mapping.

Key Words: feminist geography, women's narratives, the body, embodim

ent, methodology, mapping, meta-criticism
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