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<Abstract>

A Study on the World of Lee Gu-wol’s works

in inquiring into Children’s Literature
- Focused on finding his life and literary works as
much as possible -

Park, Kyung-Su’

This is about the life and works of author Lee Gu-wol (1904 -
unknown). I have researched his life as much as possible to find his
literary works. This is the first research of Lee Gu-wol's and the
world of his works in inquiring into children’s literature. The
summary of my major discussions are below.

First, Lee, Gu-wol is a pen name and his real name is Lee,
Suk-bong. He was born in Masan in 1904 and he started to work as
a teacher at Kimhae elemantary school from 1925. Between 1928 to
1936 he focused on literary works while working at Tongyeong
elementary school for 9 vyears. After liberation, he published
‘Sae-bom (the New Spring), a collection of children’s poems (1949). It
has been confirmed that he was still alive until 1962. It is believed
that he passed away in Busan but no one knows when exactly.

Second, his literary works;, So far I have found 20 poems, 72
children’'s poems and songs (actual released works are 70), 4
children’s stories, 7 essays etc, a total of 103 works. His work will be

added if more items are found.

* Busan University of Foreign Studies
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Third, Lee, Gu-wol is a children’s author whose main works
involved children’s poems, songs, and stories. His main works were
children’s poems and songs which were published in the Chosun Daily
news, Jungweo Daily news, Donga Daily news. He started to write
for the ‘Sin-sonyun’ (the New Boy), 'Byul-nara’ (the Star Land) and
became a professional children’s author at this point.

Forth, his children’s poems, songs are divided into early works
(1928 - Aug. 1929), mid works (Sep. 1929 - 1933), and the later
works (1934 - unknown) His early poems and songs are subject of
natural phenomenon and objects and describe the purity of childhood
in a bright and positive point of view. The mid works are the
outcome of his professional children’s literary work activities. His
professional song works appeared the most among 8 fellow authors in
proletarian children’'s song collections ‘Bul-byul’ (the Firing Star)
(Mar. 1931), we can understand his aspects clearly throughout his
Tworks during this period. These works high light the class
contradiction’s that children experience or see but he did not express
these struggles strongly. Later works show that he came back to the
early poems and songs world.

Lee Gu-wol’s children’s literary activities were in Tongyoung area.
However he didn’t communicate with any other authors in that area.
As he was on the verge of becoming professional he only
communicated with fellow professional authors and hung out with
Jinju area fellow authors and national professional authors. This is

the reason why we can’t tie his work to only the Tongyoung area.
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Lee Gu-wol, Lee Suk-bong, Proletarian Children’s
Literature, ‘Bul-byul’ (the Firing Star), ‘Sin—-sonyun’
(the New Boy), 'Byul-nara’ (the Star Land), Literature

of Tongyoung area.
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