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<Abstract>

Study on "FEternal Living, Written by Kim
Song during Korean War

Lee, Sang-Won’

Eternal living, written by Kim Song in period of Korean War,
reflects real-life situation of the time. It shows the anticommunism
vision to win the war and propaganda that promotes patriotism. This
novel expresses hardship of refugee life, conflict of affection, the
progress of Korean war and characters who involved in war and
suffer pain. Writer shows that the Korean War was not only military
force competition but also competition of ideology and system
between communism and liberal democracy.

Writer thinks because the war is ideological warfare, every man
cannot be irrelevant with it. This novel, therefore, based on the thinks
that people should cooperate and defeat enemy. Hyong—Chil, patriot, is
portrayed good man but Ju Mong-il, communist, is described as bad
man and slave of idea. The creation of character who exposures
oppression and cruelty of communism politics in three month and
volunteers for military service to fight at front is also in tune with
the theme of this novel.

But propaganda in this novel sometimes presented as unnatural
behavior or beautification and distortion. These things are the factors
that reduce realism. Although Hyong-Chil, Na-Mi, Jung-Ran suffer

* Catholic University of Pusan
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conflict of affection and difficulty, Hyong—Chil and Na-Mi recover the
sincere love in the end. This ending that character finally take the
road of rescue corresponds with universal humanism.

But it still has limitation that the road character chose is not the
true road to overcome reality. As the title of last chapter 'Moon of
Ruin’ symbolizes, Hyong—Chil and Na-Mi accepted hardship of reality
and conform to fate. So they could not go further than just
expressing the will to escape from despair.

FEternal living is not just realizing vision of anticommunism. It
should be given good value for reflecting the adversity of Korean
War well and inspiring patriotism and also giving prominence to the

theme that overcomes reality with love and belief.

Key Words : Kim Song, Period of Korean War, Novels during Korean

War, propaganda, refugee life, patriotism.
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