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<Abstract>

Studies on Relations of Korean & Vietnam
Novels and the Vietnam War

Jung, Chan-Young

This thesis is about the Vietnam novels and the Korean ones on
the Vietnam War that are classified into three categories by their
themes.

First, there are novels that describe the nature and conflict of the
wars through representative narratives from a viewpoint of the
gigantic discourses such as the Capitalism and Nationalism which
have the characteristics of Imperialism. They are Hwang Sokyoung's
“The Shadow of The Arms”, Nguyen Van Bong' “Ao Trang” and
Chandin Van’'s “With the Imperishable flames”.

The Second group includes novels which portray individuals who
don't free from damages of a defoliant and traumas of the war in the
soclety with the alternative narration and recollections. In this group,
there are An Jonghyo's “The White War”, Bao Ninh’s “The Sorrow
of War”, Lee Dachwan'’s “Slow Bullet” and Duong Thu Huong’s “The
Novel That Has No Title”.

In the last group, there are novels that are trying to cure and
overcome the tragedies and the scars of the Vietnam War with the
present viewpoint in the Vietnam society. They are Bang Hyunsok's
“the time to eat Lobsters”, Oh Hyunmi’s “Red Ao Trang”, Van Le's

“If You are Still Alive” and so on.
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This study on the Korean and Vietnam novels about the Vietnam
War is able 1) to provide us with the self-examination upon the
realities and tragedies of the war which the public discourses don't,
2) to do much toward the activation of those discourses by showing
the scars of the War and the efforts to overcome them and saying to
the people that they are a ongoing history, 3) to be able to make a
future-oriented relation between Korea and Vietnam by arranging the
genuine communication through them, and 4) to move toward the
universalization of our national literary characters through the same

experience of all global Capitalism.

Key Words : The Vietnam War, public discourse, nationalism,
Imperialism, subaltern, representative narrative,

alternative narratives
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