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<Abstract>

The Historical Awareness in Lee Byung-Joo's
Literature

Kim, Jong-Hoi

This essay will shed a light on the route of Lee Byung-Joo's
historical awareness and the meaning of its trend and purpose. It will
also look at these issues within the context. In order to do so, this
essay must also take a look at the overall development of the author’s
works along with the method and pattern of literary cognition.
Focusing on [The Ferryboat] which is the most well-known fiction
for this kind of historical recognition, and also the first one to
announce the arrival of similar type of other fictions, this essay will
mspect manifest of the historical awareness and characteristic quality.

As discussed, the historical awareness shown in Lee Byung-Joo's
fiction narrates intense experience that is rare in our literature, and
makes a story out of its essential spirit. In terms of historical
character that is hidden in the base, his fiction reinforces the intimacy
between this fact and the receiver.

As a matter of common knowledge, historical fiction is based on
the real historical events and adding fictional stories within author’s
imagination. For this, Lee Byung-Joo's fiction and his historical
awareness is the result of the mixture between the dramatic time
period in modern Korean history, and author’s talent of making it to
be a story.
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Lee Byung—Joo's literary and fictional view basically starts from
mythological literature that is focused on ‘imagination.” Because that
recorded history cannot genuinely show all of the pain and sorrow of
real people who actually lived in that era, the author’'s view represents
his intention of reconstructing the reality of human life into a fiction.
As the outcome, readers witness fictions like [The TFerry
boat][Mountain and River] [Mt. Giri] that are unique and special in
Korean literary history.

Key Words : Lee Byung—Joo, literature, historical awareness,

imagination, history of relation between Korea—Japan
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