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<Abstract>

A Study on Alienation in Korea Urban Poetry

Shin, Jin

Urban problems are one of the major themes of modern poetry, and
alienation would be the core of urban poetry which deals with city
life.

There are three types of alienation—from civilization, from human
society, and from the self—which can be also applied to Korean urban
poetry, in which diachronic context and characteristics of each type
can be found.

Firstly, alienation from civilization in Korean urban poetry
originated in the 1920s from the simultaneous contradiction between
aspiration for and denial of civilization. Expelled from both traditional
life and modern civilization, the poetic narrators gradually fall to the
self-absent anonymity in isolation.

Secondly, alienation from human society originated from the failure
of organic adaptation to social system under Japanese rule. It is urban
poetry’s general feeling that while the poetic narrators could not
adjust or could only mechanically react to urban system, they seek
how to accept it.

Lastly, alienation from the self and the world, already inherent in
Korean urban poetry of the 1920s, became much more concrete in the
1950s poetry. In the modemn city where its traditional ethic has

disappeared and crimes prevail, the poetic narrators fail to unite their
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own experiences meaningfully, only to fragmentize them. This is a
loss of whole values.

Moreover, imperialism and capitalism under Japanese rule and the
US military occupation seem to have already made Korean poets
experience complex isolation as an emotional suppression, no less
than an industrial society. Therefore, it can be thought that
self-awareness and search of humanity in urban poetry have already
been a literary convention in Korean modern urban poetry since the
1920s rather than become manifested in the 1930s.

Key Words : urban poetry, alienation, alienation—from civilization,
alienation—from human society, self-absent,
mechanically react, alienation— from the self,

loss of values, convention in modern poetry
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