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<Abstract>

The Pattern of Embracing ‘History’ and the
Writing Strategies of Modern Popular
Magazines

Lee, Seung-Yun

The purpose of this study is to look into the writing strategies used
In various reading materials which are concerned with history
contained in "Byeolgeongon('¥71%); (Nov. 1926-Jun. 1934). The
withdrawal of past history enabled members of a community to have
a ‘collective memory’, which endowed them with feelings and
thoughts with strong attribution, and this was also the basic
foundation of the folk movement, which led to "Byeolgeongon;
beginning from "Gaebyeok(ZRH);.

"Byeolgeongony, which claimed to be a ‘magazine for leisure and
practical benefit” at the time of its first publication, was focused not
on vulgar pastimes but on modern tastes and culture. Therefore, its
contents were mobilized for enlightenment rather than for simple
interests.

The diverse, stylish names that appeared in TByeolgeongony cannot
be thought of as being named on the basis of the concept of clear
style. This was not because editors back then were confused about a
certain style but because they were absent in perception about a style
itself. The interest of the editors was regarding what writing would

provoke the attention of the readers more rather than a certain style
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itself.

The production of historical discourse through such writing under
the forcible Japanese colonial rule functioned as a means of
consolation from a passive perspective, and as a means to face
threats of eradication from an active perspective. This made it
possible to enhance bonding among the people, and, at the same time,
confirmed the ‘individual existence of the people’. However, the
production of such discourse, on the other hand, became a means to
hide contradictions within the people.

That is, the ‘individuality of the people’, which was withdrawn
under the Japanese colonial rule, couldn’t do more than ensure special
characteristics and locality by dividing the people from the empire, in
the end. Ultimately, the ‘history’ of the past was a vehicle for
unifying the people, and yet, it was a major tool for justifying and
rationalizing the colonial rule of the empire.

The production of historical novels was so active as to be called
‘the age of historical novels’ in the mid-1930s. The root of the
popularity and vulgarity of those works could be found in readers
who consumed them as well as in the writing strategies of historical
substances that were produced by popular magazines. Given the
nature of a magazine published for profit, the contents of ‘history’
could be readily and quickly altered according to changing of the

times and to the tastes of readers.

Key Words : Popular magazines, "Byeolgeongon(*84)s, history,

historical discourse, writing, collective memory, reader.
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