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<Abstract>

Gender Politics of North Korean Female

Defector’s Reproduction of Diaspora
- Focused on "Wild Roses and "Baridegiy

Kim, Eun-Ha

Recently, imagination of post-border is superior in Korean
literature. It describes portraits of the other, who are alienated by
exclusive borders, built by the modern nation-states. This flow
breaks down the closed outline of Korean literature, and negotiates
new identity and new alternative ideology. Therefore, it is expected to
create a new post-modern subject. Especially, symbol of female
defectors gather the expectation. It implies that female defectors, as
media of introspection, would expose the violence and exclusiveness
of the borders, and become positive Diaspora. They would get over
modern dichotomy, and become new plural subjects. In Korean
literature, female’s migration or nomadism have been defined as
depravity or deportation. Therefore, they were not permitted to look
for ideal community, away from their homes. Females had to borrow
men’s clothes for disguisement, in order to start off on a journey.
Then, what would journey of 21st century’s female Diaspora show?

However, in "Wild Rose; written by Do-sang Jeong, North Korean
female defectors are shown as ‘the others’ that form progressive
Korean male subjects, who lost their senses united. After 1990's,

North Korea had a crisis due to reorganization of the world system. It
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prevented Korean intellects, who are critical of the system, from
possessing North Korea as their symbol of criticism on South Korea
and their anti-modern nostalgia. North Korean female defectors are
being objects of reproduction among the powerless situation, as there
1s no prospect of securing totality, and of planning modern subjects.
On the other hand, "Baridegiy is the literary incarnation of live desire,
that is eager to stand out on the middle of globalization. To assert
cultural identity, the writer strengthens modern dichotomy such as
Wester/Easter, Male/Female, Reason/Sensibility and Conscious/
Unconscious. Especially, symbol of Female-Eastern proficiently
repeats the Orientalism. North Korean female defectors are named
assertively as ‘minority’ that they are not active agents, but objects of
sympathy and compassion. They are also seized as ‘the others’ to be
used for Korean intellects, in their attempts to cut into the World
literature. Diaspora motif cannot be a fresh experiment to seek for

new identity, alternative energy and dynamic wave of dispersion.

Key Words : Diaspora, North Korean female defectors, gender-
sexuality, multiculturalism, gender politics,
supranationalism, post—-border imagination, romance

plot, Diaspora intellects, immigrant females.
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