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<Abstract>

Modern Discourse on Samyengdang and
Regional Literature in Miryang

Lee, Soon-Wook ¢ Lee, Sang—-Won

Most of the studies on Samyeongdang, a Korean Buddhist monk,
take a historical approach focusing on the journey to Japan. From
literary perspective, the studies concentrated too much on the history
of novels similar with Imjinrok or on folk tales. There are several
reasons behind the underestimation of Samyeongdang recently. First,
considering the tradition of biographies since the modern period of
enlightenment, the discussion on Samyeong has been almost always
secondary to the Story of Great Master Seosan, making it difficult to
obtain its own identity. Second, it was prevalent at that time to
admire military leaders such as General Eulji Mundeok and Admiral
Lee, Sun-sin who devoted themselves to overcoming national crisis,
and Samyeong fell short of these national heroes.

Third, movies about Admiral Lee, Sun-sin and the Imjin War
became the mainstream of popular culture, while only one movie
about Samyeongdang was produced in 1963. During the period of
modern enlightenment and the Korean War, therefore, the discourse
on Samyeongdang was relegated to the status of Ttakjibon popular
novel and had to be published in different printings. This is a far cry
from the discourse on Admiral Lee, Sun-sin, which was produced,
reproduced, distributed and consumed in various ways. The primary
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object of this study is to examine the status and characteristics of the

discourse on Samyeongdang in the history of modern literature.

Key Words
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Samyeongdang, discourse on Samyeongdang, Great
Master Seosan, historical biography, hero, discourse
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Samyeongdangs, Jang, Deokheung—-Seorim'’s version,
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