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<Abstract>

The Structure of Chunhyang’'s Desire and

the Reader’s Desire in Chunhyangjeon
- focused on Wanpan Yulneochunhyangsoojulga

Chang, Soon-Hee

Why Chunhyangjeon is popular and changed to diverse genres until
nowadays continuously as the classic novel is Chunhyang’s desire is
valuable to be accepted to modern people. Actually her desire is not
the desire of the main character in the novel but reader’s desire and
the desire could have similarities with the structure of the society
according to R. Girard. Focused on R. Girard’s theory of the desire,
this study analyzes the desire of modern drama viewers, Chunhyang’s
desire and the desire structure of Chunhyangjeon readers.

The readers of Chunhyangjeon, mostly noble women's desire was
the achievement of love but because of the polygamy in the order of
Confucianism at that time, it was very hard to achieve the love.
Then, noble women's desire mediator is gisaeng or Chunhyang.

Chunhyang’s desire formed the contemporary reader’'s normal
desire. Also, this is reflected in popular drama in these days so it has
common points with drama viewers’ desire.  Therefore,
Chunhyangjeon promoted the novel distribution and made professional
novel readers appear as reading text not as listening and watching
text like Pansori of the late Joseon. In addition, the main character,

Chunhyang’s desire is general human desire and Chunhyangjeon
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readers’ desire coincide with modern drama viewers' desire form
rendering desire experience indirectly.

Therefore, Chunhyang’s desire is eventually the reflection of
readers’ desire and it is not too much to say that Chunhyangjeon is
the original form of modern desire and present appearance of popular
culture. It is the worth of classical novel education through the desire

analyzing of Chunhyang and readers.

Key Words : Chunhyang, education of Korean classical novel, desire,

reader
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