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<Abstract>

A Comparative Study on Taisho Democracy
and Individualistic Subjects of
Korean-Japanese of Modern Writers

- Through the comparison of Yeom Sang-sup and
Akutagawa Ryunosuke -

Lee, Ho—Gyoo-Kwon, Hyuk—-Gun

Yeom Sang-sup(HEAtF, 1897~1963) and Akutagawa Ryunosuke(F%
JIFEZAY, 1892~1927) are representative Korean and Japanese writers.
Yeom Sang—sup received the western modernity through Japan as he
studied there for eight years between 1912 and 1920. This is shown in
his literature. This study aims to look into how Yeom Sang-sup and
Akutagawa Ryunosuke who were in the same place, Japan and the
same time, the period of Taisho recognized their time from the
modern individual perspective.

Akutagawa Ryunosuke seems to show a model that a modern
individual could not but experience in imperialistic Japan where the
Orient made a success of modernization. He was a thorough
individualist, and he ridiculed social manners while he considered not
making trouble with it as wisdom. In the conflicts with such a
dilemma, he was ironically cynical about conformism or opportunistic
carnality young generations showed in the period of Taisho
Democracy, which is uniqueness and university of Japanese modern

individual like Akutagawa Ryunosuke.
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On the other hand, a colonial intellectual Yeom Sang-sup who
accepted a new change sensuously and cognitively while studying in
Japan shows the personal problem of Korean literature history, a term
of Taisho Democracy period, or the problem of ‘individuality’ in his
thesis. He also honestly expresses discord and serious mental panic a
modern individual experiences in feudalism and collectivity, but he
shows different way from Akutagawa Ryunosuke. He didn’'t have
Akutagawa Ryunosuke’s sarcasm and has shyness Akutagawa
Ryunosuke didn’t have. That was original difference between the
colonial country Japanese modern individual and Joseon student who

was a modern intellectual as the colonial people.

Key Words : modern times, colony, Taisho Democracy, individual,

ego, individuality, imperialism
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